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new human rights professor enriches ud classrooms

Alexandra Budabin brings a 
diverse set of  personal and profes-
sional experiences to the Univer-
sity of  Dayton, where students say 
she teaches human rights courses 
with passion and energy.  

Budabin started working at 
UD as a visiting professor of  hu-
man rights in fall 2011. She said 
she is from New York City and at-
tended Horace Mann School, an 
Ivy League prep school. Budabin 
then attended Harvard Univer-
sity where she studied art history 
and history.

Budabin said she recalls Har-
vard wanting to maintain a presti-
gious image for the many tourists 
that passed through its gates on a 
daily basis. 

“They even had rules of  what 
you could hang from your win-
dows,” she said. 

Budabin said there isn’t a major 
difference between Harvard and 
UD students, but the curriculum 
was structured differently. 

“We either had large assembly 
classes or six students with a large 
emphasis on writing,” she said. 
“Those classes were invaluable.” 

After graduating from Harvard, 
Budabin said she received her 
master’s in humanities from New 
York University, and finally, her 
Ph.D. in political science from The 
New School. 

She taught three courses in 
the fall, and currently is teaching 
three courses: global politics, an 
interdisciplinary approach to Dar-
fur, and the politics of  mass geno-
cide and mass atrocity.

Budabin said she is thrilled to 
be at UD. She recently was hired 
for a tenure-track position and 
plans to stay. She said she wants 
to help students decide what they 
want to do after college and help 
UD’s human rights program grow 
by including real-world experi-
ence.   

“I want to expose students to se-
rious issues, grave human rights 
violations, and I want to help stu-
dents figure out an action step to 
help advocate human rights,” she 
said. 

Budabin said she already has 
been involved with a number of  
UD human rights events including 
a campus protest and the yearly 
Human Rights Week.

Budabin said her interest in hu-
man rights stems from her Jewish 
heritage and her examination of  

the Holocaust in high school. She 
said she wrote her undergradu-
ate thesis on Holocaust memorials 
and worked as a museum educator 
at the Holocaust Museum in New 
York City during her first year af-
ter graduating from Harvard.  

She said her interests broad-
ened then to human rights, which 
catalyzed her own research and 
writing about what the public can 
do about human rights issues to-
day. 

“[Human rights has] always 
been about the public and what the 
public’s role and their awareness 
is,” Budabin said. “Their ability to 
make an impact really brought me 
to think about what the public can 
do about mass atrocities.”

Rob Bennett, who graduated in 
December 2011 with a bachelor’s in 
political science, said he observed  
Budabin’s passion for helping oth-
ers when he took her media and 
human rights course in the fall. 

“Her class was full of  interac-
tion,” he said. “It really made the 
students think and it constantly 
forced us to think about real-world 
examples of  what she taught.” 

Carly Cenedella,  a senior po-
litical science and human rights 

studies major who also took the 
course, said in an email to  Flyer 
News that she liked that Budabin 
treated her students as adults.  

“She treated us as peers,” Cene-
della said. “Her class was full of  

discussion and never was dull.” 
Cendella said Budabin seemed 

to fit in very well at UD, and she 
was glad to see her at Christmas 
on Campus last December. 

“I learned a great deal from Dr. 

Budabin: specifically how strong, 
concise writing techniques are 
critical in the advocacy world and 
how influential media can be,” 
Cenedella said.
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Theft
Feb. 20, 5:52 p.m.
Officers Huffman and French 
were dispatched on a theft 
report to a university-owned 
residence. The complainant 
said her bicycle was stolen. 
The bicycle is black with 
some red and had a base 
basket holder with no basket. 
The value of the bicycle is 
approximately $30. There 
are no known witnesses or 
suspects.                                                           

Criminal Damaging
Feb. 25, 11:45 p.m.
Officer Huffman was 
dispatched on a criminal 
damaging report to G Lot. The 
complainant said the left rear 
tire of his 2010 Ford Mustang 
had been cut. The tire had a 
knife cut approximately 1.5 
inches long in the sidewall of 
the tire and the tire was flat. 
The estimated value of the tire 
is $150. There are no known 
suspects or witnesses.  

Criminal Damaging
Feb. 26, 4:02 p.m.
Officer Durian was dispatched 
on a criminal damaging 
report to Lowes Street. The 
complainant said he parked 
his vehicle, a Mitsubishi 
Galant, on the roadway Feb. 
24. When he returned to the 
vehicle, he noticed damage to 
his passenger side mirror. It 
had been damaged and was 
hanging by the control wires. 
There are no known suspects 
or witnesses. 
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